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of paternalism on behalf of the classes has suc-
ceeded a government of service for the masses.
The privileges of the few, with their attendant
evils, have become the boon of the many, with
similar evils, indeed, but with the difference that
now these evils can be attacked freely in parlia-
ment, in the courts, or in the press.

The high achievement of the Republic is that,
in  the great  grinding  political machinery of
France, man counts for more than at any period
of her history.   life means more bread and
more material well being, more social, more
political, and more economic freedom.    Citizens
have more moral buoyancy, larger intellectual
compass, a deeper and a clearer consciousness of
their own worth.   The tendency may have been
to do too much for the lower classes-; but one
must admit that aristocracy has never had freer
opportunities to lead its own wasteful, indolent,
and superficial life*   Like the nation, it has
grown richer and in some ways better.   Mar-
riages with rich heiresses, Jewish or American,
have brought new blood and new moral energy
among them.   Tlaey do not now have the con-
tempt of former days for work.   Some of them
have become leaders in great industries, and not
a few have won distinction in other realms.
According to Comte G* d'Avenel there has been